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The Fellowship of Australian Writers WA launched its Writer-in-Residence Program in 1998. Since then, the heritage listed Tom Collins House, situated amid coastal landscape, has welcomed many young, emerging, and established writers. Writers are afforded the time, location, and finance to develop their writing endeavours.  Furthermore, resident writers liaise with the community and fellow writers. The Fellowship of Australian Writers WA is proud to offer support to resident writers and help them promote their personal writing. Resident writers participate in public readings, host community workshops and can be asked to attend special events during their time as resident. Since 1998, Tom Collins House has accommodated almost thirty young, emerging, and established writers.  

Applications for the Writer-in-Residence Program are received in April of each year.

Please email admin@fawwa.org.au for the necessary forms.

   Fellowship of Australian Writers WA Writer In Residence Report Excerpts:

Nola Hosking

Emerging Writer-in-Residence, 2005
‘I found Tom Collins House a wonderful place in which to work. Firstly the house itself, and the knowledge that Joe Furphy had lived here, gave me goose-bumps and added impetus to my work. If I needed to recall at any stage why I was there, the sight of the typewriter on which “Such is Life” was written all those years ago, as well as many, many photos and mementoes of well-known writers, plus the dozens of books surrounding me in the library where I worked each day, gave me the elevated feeling that I was among Writers - that I was one with them!’

‘I recommend a residency at Tom Collins House for inspiration, perspiration, aspiration and the unexpected.’

Shevaun Cooley

Young Writer-in-Residence, 2005

‘This world has always been in need of deep thought, of precise language, even of a sense of mystery. By providing the time and space to write, FAWWA has in no small part contributed to the building of such a world.’

BJ Thomason

Emerging Writer-in-Residence, 2007

‘I felt comforted by the activity that buzzed around me, and I felt as if I were part of a larger group of writers.’

‘The house itself provides a warm and friendly atmosphere for a writer who loves to be surrounded by books, writers, and heritage.’

Andrew Burke

Established Writer-in-Residence, 2007

‘The residency was a very positive experience for me. It started me thinking in a dozen different and positive directions, and fed into my creative projects with the warmth and richness of fellowship with other writers and readers, from the teenage students to the eldest workshop participants.’

Alli Barnard

Young Writer-in-Residence, 2007

‘The wildlife and the trees and illusion of seclusion from the world are what make this place so unique and inspiring.’ 

‘I enjoyed the challenge. I felt like I made an impact, brought something new and interesting to people’s lives, broadened their creative possibilities and helped them develop their writing to another level.’

Terry Whitebeach

Established Writer-in-Residence, 2006

‘The course of my writing took an unexpected turn but that was an interesting journey in itself, and, I am sure, will add richness to the long, complex project on which I am presently working.’

‘I revelled in the library in Tom Collins House, racing through dozens of books, many of which were previously unknown to me – so there were unexpected treasures to enjoy and savour.’

Les Wicks

Established Writer-in-Residence 2009

‘There’s something about relocation that resonates with me, & the effects are felt in both directions. Whilst my writing thrives under a different sun, so too does the host community.’
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